It should be remarked here that,, politically; the "hu-
manitarian'" view of the defects of human beings has,,
under our conditions, a very serious practical significance:
the "wreckersw speak frequently and convincingly in their
frank testimony of how useful "defective/' "morally
unstable/' "disloyal,"" "administratively unsuitable/' "an-
ti-Soviet-minded" individuals and ne'er-do-wells gener-
ally are for the business of state sabotage. It is precisely
such individuals that are ejected from the Party by the
purge,, which the old fellow calls not only "torture/' but
"useless'"* torture, thereby admitting,, it is to be presumed,,
that there is such a thing as useful torture.
Then the humane old fellow writes, very correctly^
although not very literally; "Such deproletarization (?) as
dekulakization is causing in the U.S.S.R, is to be found
nowhere else in the sublunary world.**
Yes, indeed, nowhere else in the sublunary world has
the working class yet undertaken that necessary work
which has been started so successfully in our country, the
Soviet Union. But we are absolutely certain that the en-
tire mass of the working people will inevitably follow our
good example. And the import of this example is very
simple and clear: the peasantry, the passive mass who
were slaves of the elemental forces of nature, who for
centuries were exploited, and who throughout the centuries
continuously threw up brutal exploiters from their midst,,
must be placed in different conditions, must be re-edu-
cated to be masters of the soil instead of its slaves; in other
words, the ground from which all the horrors of capitalism
sprang must be destroyed. A contributor to the German
Catholic paper Neues Va/y^, named Hammelrat, recently
wrote of this gigantic work as follows: "This IS
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